
TWO SPORTS RANKINGS IN FORBES' CELEBRITY 100 ISSUE

50 Highest-Paid Athletes — 25 Most Powerful Pros

New York, NY (June 16, 2004)—From the PGA to the NBA—and all sports in between—the world's most powerful pro players and highest-paid athletes are featured in the 2004 Forbes Celebrity 100 issue.  Included in the magazine's annual power ranking list—which factors in Internet presence, press clippings, magazine cover stories and TV/radio mentions along with earnings—are 25 of today's top sports figures.  Among these:  Golf phenomenon Tiger Woods, appearing at #2; former NBA superstar Michael Jordan, lucky  #7; Formula One Racer Michael Schumacher, coming in at #16; hot soccer sensation David Beckham, #22; and the New York Yankees' newest third baseman, Alex Rodriguez, #32.   Five female athletes who made the "Celebrity" cut are: Serena Williams, #63;  Venus Williams, #77; Justine Henin-Hardenne, #81; Anna Kournikova, #82; and Kim Clijsters, #84—all from the tennis arena.

In the issue's earnings-only report of 50 Highest-Paid Athletes, Woods comes out ahead again at #1 with $80.3 million, just edging out Schumacher, who took in an estimated $80 million over the last 12 months.  Other top sports earners over the past year were:  Quarterback Peyton Manning, $42 million; basketball's Shaquille O'Neal, $31.9 million; home-run giant Barry Bonds, $22.7 million; tennis veteran Andre Agassi, $28.2 million; and boxing great Oscar de la Hoya, $22 million.  Below is a comparison chart showing where the top ten highest-paid athletes ranked on the overall Celebrity 100 list:

	TOP 10 HIGHEST-PAID ATHLETES 
	CELEBRITY 100  POWER RANK
	EARNINGS

	#1   Tiger Woods (golf)
	#2
	$80.3 million

	#2   Michael Schumacher (auto racing)
	#16
	$80.0 million

	#3   Peyton Manning (football)
	#25
	$42.0 million

	#4   Michael Jordan (basketball)
	#7
	$35.0 million

	#5   Shaquille O'Neal (basketball)
	#29
	$31.9 million

	#6   Kevin Garnett (basketball)
	#38
	$29.7 million

	#7   Andre Agassi (tennis)
	#33
	$28.2 million

	#8   David Beckham (soccer)
	#22
	$28.0 million

	#9   Alex Rodriguez (baseball)
	#32
	$26.2 million

	#10 Kobe Bryant (basketball)
	#18
	$26.1 million


For the full Celebrity 100 list and more, visit:  www.forbes.com/celebs
Contact:   Meghan Womack at 212-367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com
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