
RECORD 793 BILLIONAIRES ON FORBES’ 2006 ANNUAL LIST

Strong Stock Markets Contribute Around The World

New York, NY (March 9, 2006)—The rich have grown richer on the 2006 Forbes Billionaires List (p. 111), with the number of billionaires increasing to a record 793, up 102 from 2005. Strong stock markets around the world contributed to a surge in wealth, as the total net worth of the list soared to $2.6 trillion, up 18% from last March. Bill Gates maintains his reign as the world’s richest man for a record 12 straight years and widens the gap with Warren Buffett at #2. Moving into the top 10 are France’s Bernard Arnault (#7), Canada’s Kenneth Thomson and Family (#9) and Hong Kong’s Li Ka-Shing (#10). 

 Twelve people return to the list after a year or more absence, while 39 depart from it, including 11 who died. Seven fortunes were broken up among family members, usually siblings, adding 15 individuals to the ranks. Notable newcomers include: Tulsi Tanti (#562), whose energy company owns Asia’s largest windfarm; James Dyson (#746), British inventor of the super-fashionable and functional Dyson vacuum; Clayton H. Riddell (#382), the Canadian geologist who made a fortune by finding natural gas in remote areas; and Constantino de Oliveira Júnior (#698), who introduced Brazil’s first successful low-cost airline, GOL Linhas Aéreas Inteligentes (GOL Intelligent Airlines).  
For the full list, interactive maps, slide shows and more, visit: www.forbes.com/billionaires 

HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE:
· The billionaires on the 2006 list hail from 49 nations. The Czech Republic debuts with Petr Kellner (#224); New Zealand and Lebanon return to the list with two and three entries, respectively. 
· The U.S. produced 371 billionaires this year, 30 more than in 2005, and adds 44 new faces. The U.S. billionaires on the list have a collective net worth of $1.1 trillion.
· Europe’s 196 billionaires are worth a combined $802 billion, $128 billion more than last year. Russia, which added 7 new members, accounted for 64% of that gain. Germany is home to 55 billionaires, more than any country besides the U.S.

· Asia Pacific, including Australia and New Zealand, is home to 115 billionaires this year, worth a collective $364 billion. India was the star of this rising region, adding 10 new faces.

· New York has the highest number of resident billionaires with 40, Moscow is second with 25, and London is third with 23.

· Out of the 793 billionaires, 452 are self-made.

· There are 78 women, up from 68 in 2005. Only 6 are self-made.

· Hind Hariri, daughter of slain Lebanese Prime Minister Rafik Hariri, is the youngest billionaire at 22. She is eight months younger than Germany’s Prince Albert von Thurn und Taxis.

Contact: Meghan Womack at (212) 367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com
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