
FORBES' CELEBRITY 100 LIST TOPPED BY MEL GIBSON 

AND HIS "PASSION," AS JOHNNY DEPP DEBUTS AT #10 AND 

TOM CRUISES HIS WAY BACK AT #4

New York, NY (June 16, 2004)—The 2004 Forbes Celebrity 100 power ranking is headed by Actor/Director Mel Gibson, whose controversial film, "The Passion of the Christ," helped him earn both tremendous buzz and a whopping $210 million.   Reigning talk show queen Oprah Winfrey tied Gibson for first in the money category, earning her the #3 spot, placing her just behind a perennial list favorite, Golfer Tiger Woods.  "Pirates of the Caribbean" star Johnny Depp makes his debut high on the list at #10 while last year's #1, "Friends" alum Jennifer Aniston, falls to #17, and her actor husband, Brad Pitt, turns up at #36.  Coming on strong again at #4, Tom Cruise reappears after a two-year absence, while ex-wife Nicole Kidman, #16 in 2003, is conspicuously absent.  At #24 a year ago, "Late Night" host David Letterman makes a big jump up to #11, while his NBC counterpart, Jay Leno, lands in the list's bottom half at #52.

Other notable drop-offs from 2003 include:  Newlywed Jennifer Lopez Anthony and former fiancé (and fellow "Gigli" victim) Ben Affleck, both in last year's Top 10; former reality show darlings The Osbournes (#12, 2003); and Eminem and Dr. Dre—the performer and producer who shared last year's #2 spot.

Forbes’ power ranking gives the most weight to a celebrity's earnings over the past twelve months, also factoring in other popularity metrics, including Internet presence, press clippings, magazine cover stories and mentions on television and radio.  The Forbes Celebrity 100 issue hits newsstands on June 18.  For the full list and more, visit:
www.forbes.com/celebs
Contact:  Meghan Womack at 212-367-4157 or mwomack@forbes.com
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ADDITIONAL FORBES CELEBRITY 100 FACTS:


Top Earners by Category—


Actor:  		Jim Carrey, $66 million


Speaker:  		Bill Clinton, $6.3 million


Model:  		Gisele Bundchen, $10 million


Actress:		Cameron Diaz, $32.5 million


Athlete:  		Tiger Woods, $80.3 million


Kid Stars:  		The Olsen Twins, $28 million


Personality:  		Donald Trump, $6.9 million














