
FORBES ANNOUNCES 4th ANNUAL LIST OF 

WORLD’S MOST POWERFUL WOMEN 

German Chancellor is World’s Most Powerful Woman
New York, NY (August 30, 2007) – Germany’s female chancellor, Angela Merkel, has retained her place at the top of Forbes’ list of the World’s 100 Most Powerful Women. Merkel is closely followed by Chinese Vice Premier Wu Yi, who oversees an economy set to displace Germany as the world’s third largest.

This year’s list is comprised of 29 women shaping governments around the world and 66 business executives, plus women leading non-profits and media empires.

A triumvirate of French women feature highly on the list: Anne Lauvergeon (#14), head of Areva, as well as two other women in France’s conservative president Nicolas Sarkozy’s cabinet: Michele Alliot Marie (#11), Interior Minister, Overseas Territories, and Christine Lagarde (#12), Minister of Economy, Finance, Employment.
Queen Elizabeth II is one of six U.K.-based women to make the list. The monarch made a dramatic rise from #46 in last year’s list to number #23, due to her reign’s longevity and increasing media favourability. Other notable London-based entries are: Marjorie Scardino (#17) Chief Executive of Pearson PLC; Clara Furse (#54), Chief Executive of the London Stock Exchange; Burberry Chief Executive Angela Ahrendts (#66); and architect Zaha Hadid (#68).

London’s emerging status as one of the world’s top financial capitals continues to lift senior female business executives who work for British-based companies. The highest-ranking newcomer to the list is Cynthia Carroll (#7), Chief Executive of mining giant Anglo American. 

Prominent European women on Forbes’ list are: Marina Berlusconi of Italy at #33; Ana Patricia Botin, chairman of Banesto in Spain at #40; Tarja Halonen president of Finland at #50; Mary McAleese, president of Ireland at #58; Neelie Kroes, European commissioner for competition in the Netherlands at #59; Dora Bakoyannis, foreign minister of Greece at #67; Axel Johnson AB Group Chairman Antonia Axson Johnson of Sweden at #69; Rosalie Mera, cofounder of Inditex in Spain at #76; and Giulana Benetton of Italy at #91.
American media legend Oprah Winfrey backs up her title as Forbes’ most powerful celebrity placing #21 on this new list. Other notable inclusions are U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice (#4); philanthropist Melinda Gates (#24); and Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton (#25). 

Rankings are based on a combination of economic impact, media reach, and influence.

	RANK
	NAME
	TITLE/COUNTRY

	1
	Angela Merkel
	Chancellor/Germany

	2
	Wu Yi
	Vice Premier/China

	3
	Ho Ching
	Chief executive, Temasek Holdings/Singapore

	4
	Condoleezza Rice
	Secretary of State/U.S.

	5
	Indra Nooyi
	Chief executive, PepsiCo/U.S.

	6
	Sonia Gandhi
	President, National Congress Party/India

	7
	Cynthia Carroll
	Chief executive, Anglo American/U.K.

	8
	Patricia Woertz
	Chief executive, Archer Daniels Midland/U.S.

	9
	Irene Rosenfeld
	Chief executive, Kraft Foods/U.S.

	10
	Patricia Russo
	Chief executive, Alcatel-Luscent/U.S.


For the full table and more, please visit: www.forbes.com/women.

For more information, or a comment on the table, please call Philip Sorensen on +44 (0) 207 591 9610, or philips@blj.co.uk. Please note that the table will not appear on the website until after the embargo.
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