
FORBES EXAMINES THE CURRENT STATE OF THE NHL
NEW YORK, NY (November 10, 2005)—In “Blood on the Ice” (p. 155), Forbes looks at the upcoming NHL season, fresh off a lockout and a decade of billion-dollar losses. With a newly imposed payroll cap—$39 million per team—Forbes grades the players by combining fantasy sports ratings with player salaries to determine which players are the best bargains and which are the most overpriced. Also provided is a look at the health of various franchises as new expansion teams in the South continue to struggle for a solid fan base.
For more on the business of hockey, visit www.forbes.com/nhl 

	Most Valuable Team:
	Toronto Maple Leafs
	$325 Million

	Least Valuable Team:
	Carolina Hurricanes
	$65 Million

	*Most Expensive Game to Attend:
	New Jersey Devils
	$310 

	*Least Expensive Game to Attend:
	Carolina Hurricanes
	$171 

	Biggest Increase in Franchise Value:
	Toronto Maple Leafs
	86%

	Biggest Decrease in Franchise Value:
	Florida Panthers
	-26%

	Highest Operating Income:
	Toronto Maple Leafs
	$85 Million

	Highest Operating Loss:
	St. Louis Blues
	$91 Million

	Most Valuable Team Brand:
	Toronto Maple Leafs
	$41 Million

	Least Valuable Team Brand:
	Edmonton Oilers
	$11 Million

	Highest Media Revenues:
	New York Rangers
	$28 Million 

	Lowest Media Revenues:
	Nashville Predators
	$11 Million

	**Best-Managed Franchises

 

 
	Ottawa Senators                                 148

New Jersey Devils                              129

Tampa Bay Lightning                          125

	**Worst-Managed Franchises

 

 
	New York Rangers                               44

Washington Capitals                            83

Mighty Ducks of Anaheim                    83


*Based on Team Marketing Report’s estimated cost of tickets, concessions, merchandise and parking for a family of four.

**Based on wins-per-player costs for the past five seasons with playoff wins counting double. A score of 100 is average.
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