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FORBES PROFILES A RENEGADE BUSINESSMAN WHO SELLS MOBILE PHONES TO THE MASSES DESPITE KIDNAPPINGS AND COUPS
New York, NY (July, 23, 2008) — Digicel cell phone maverick Denis O’Brien keeps pouring money into some of the world’s poorest and most violent countries. So far, five of his workers in Haiti have been kidnapped. The latest issue of Forbes uncovers how this unconventional billionaire businessman risks his capital by blanketing countries with cell phone towers sometimes before the nation’s officials can even grant a license (Babble Rouser p.72).  By slashing the prices of his phones, poor people buy them quickly and they won’t let politicians take them away without a fight. This is how O’Brien avoids the fate of being forced to sell out on the cheap, like many Western investors. For more on this story please visit www.forbes.com
ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:
End of an Era?  (p. 36) – In America, UBS is engaged in a gritty fight to avert charges that it helped U.S. clients hide assets and evade taxes. This shows what smart taxpayers have known for a while: the offshore tax-dodging game isn’t what it used to be. 
Fighting Fakes (p. 44) – Brands such as David’s Bridal, KitchenAid and Whirlpool have a handful of new high-tech ways to stop counterfeiters. 

Climb to the Top (p. 50) – Pyramid selling schemes are a dime a dozen, but Orrin Woodward’s organization is one step ahead of them all, selling a pyramid atop a pyramid. 

Growing Pains (p. 60) – Sometimes gritty and often silly, MyYearbook.com is yet another popular social networking forum for teens seeking an online confessional. Can its young founders make money without exploiting its users? 
How to Change the Way Kids Learn (p. 81) – Why do U.S. public schools struggle to improve? Everyone has a theory. It comes down to the fact that schools aren’t motivating the children. Forbes Special Contributor Clayton Christiansen reports on why getting disruptive with technology may be the key to success. 
It Takes A Crisis (p. 96) – Three years ago Sony handed one of the biggest corporate fix-it jobs to Howard Stringer. Now leaning on a surprising coach, Stinger is partway through the Sony turnaround. 
Ghosts for Sale  (p. 104) – Hundreds of ghost towns can be found in the U.S. and Canada and every year a few come up for sale. Owning one makes for great cocktail conversation – plus, you can park anywhere you please. 
Contact: Helaina Rosenthal at 212-367-2620 of hrosenthal@forbes.com 
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