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6th ANNUAL OVERRATED & UNDERRATED ISSUE

Dayton, Ohio named The Great American Place 
NEW YORK, NY (October 2003)—The people, places and things that shape American history are given the thumbs up or the thumbs down in the October 2003 American Heritage magazine.

From iconographic airplanes and actors to songs, movies and ideas, Americans tend to associate a famous name or event with legendary status. For its annual overrated & underrated issue, the editors and contributors to American Heritage magazine offer contrarian, insightful background on what truly qualifies as a classic. 

HIGHLIGHTS:

AIRPLANE

MOST OVERRATED 




MOST UNDERRATED

Spirit of St Louis 





Hall FXH1

COMEDIAN

MOST OVERRATED 




MOST UNDERRATED

Milton Berle






Mort Sahl

FRONTIERSMAN

MOST OVERRATED 




MOST UNDERRATED

Davy Crockett 





Kit Carson

MOVIE CLASSIC

MOST OVERRATED 




MOST UNDERRATED

John Ford’s The Searchers




Sinclair Lewis’s Dodsworth

PHILOSOPHER

MOST OVERRATED 




MOST UNDERRATED

Woody Allen






W.C. Fields

SITCOM 

MOST OVERRATED 




MOST UNDERRATED

I Love Lucy 






Gilligan’s Island
The Airplane:  The Spirit of St. Louis was a flying gas can that represented WWI technology and was built solely to carry one man, and lots of fuel, across the Atlantic. That was it.  Meanwhile, while you may have never heard of it, the Hall XFH-1 wrote the book on what an airplane should be. Designed by a Cornell engineer as a carrier-based Navy fighter, it was light, fast, made of special aluminum and had amazingly low drag. 

The XFH-1 set the standard for years to come. 

The Comedian: 

Milton Berle: He dressed funny, looked funny and did anything for a laugh and people thought they were supposed to laugh at him. But in reality Mort Sahl was light years ahead of his time. Sahl broke all the rules in his delivery, his openness, and he talked about outlaw politicians. Berle talked about his mother-in-law. Sahl lashed out at corporate icons, fads, and any and all issues and was wrongly considered not funny after crusading against the Warren Report, but he’s sorely missed now. 

The Frontiersman: 

TV, Disney and legend made Davey Crockett a larger than life hero, and in many ways he did lead an extraordinary life. But, the achievements of Kit Carson far outweigh anything by Crockett. Carson settled the conflict that resulted in the U.S. gaining a good deal of Mexico by defeating the then seemingly invincible Navajos. 

The Movie: 

John Ford’s 1956 ‘The Searchers’ is pretty much a sell out and of the film’s many flaws, the ending is the worst: Why in the world did it take a seasoned cowboy seven years to track down a huge tribe of Comanches?   William Wyler’s ‘Dodsworth’ on the other stands the test of time, it’s as poignant today as it was in 1936, and offers love, energy, passion and majestic drama. “Dodsworth is one of the great American social comedies.”

(Best line: “Love has to stop short of suicide”).

THE 7TH ANNUAL GREAT AMERICAN PLACE:

DAYTON, OHIO 

(Page 54)
It was a town forced to earn its living by its wits from the very beginning─most spectacularly through the work of two young bicycle mechanics─and now its remaking itself into a Colonial Williamsburg of the industrial age.
For more information, please contact Laurie Baker, (212) 367-4874,
 lbaker@forbes.com or David Poratta at (212) 367-4885, dporatta@forbes.com 
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