
FORBES NAMES NASDAQ COMPANY OF THE YEAR
Plus: The Best Big Companies in America, and What We Can Learn from the Madoff Scandal
New York, NY (December 22, 2008)— In a year of spectacular market meltdowns, Nasdaq OMX Group has been able to capitalize on the turmoil making it Forbes’ choice for the 2008 Company of the Year. The chaos in global financial markets and exploding volatility has been a bonus for exchange operators, and with roughly 33% of the total volume in U.S. equities, and 2500 employees, Nasdaq is rushing to push more trades. Forbes’ coverage of this company includes a sidebar on Madoff’s role as nonexecutive chairman in the early 1990s and how trading has exploded on U.S. stock exchanges.
Also in this issue and on the Web after 6 p.m. ET on Monday, December 22, (www.forbes.com/platinum) Forbes announces its annual report on the Platinum 400, the Best Big Companies in America (p. 62). This report will include reports on stock market winners and losers, a slide show of the Best Managed Company in each of 26 industries, as well as Platinum newcomers, drop-offs and long-term members. 
For these stories and more, visit: www.forbes.com.

OTHER STORIES:

New Dog, Old Tricks (p. 35) – The big lesson in the Madoff scandal is how little financial scams change over time. Forbes explores the ploys and plays on human nature that Madoff used to pull off his brash heist.


Venture to Nowhere (p. 66) – The venture capital industry is staring at the most vicious shakeout in its history. These days, new money is harder to come by than the days of riding high on successes such YouTube and Skype. Are today’s venture capitalists overpaid and overhyped?
Time Off for Bad Behavior (p. 64) – White-collar offenders can get a year off their terms for doing rehab. Funny how many of them suddenly discover they have substance abuse problems. Forbes reports on the great joys of the Bureau of Prisons’ Residential Drug Abuse Program. 
Hark, the Birds are Singing, Sorta (p. 37) – Forbes has created the Forbes Chirp Index, an index that listens for robins’ chirps – meaning very early signs of shifting sentiment. Right now it’s singing a possible economic rebound in August 2009, based on four indicators. Check in for updates at www.forbes.com/chirps.

Contact: Elizabeth Wasden at (212) 367-4157 or ewasden@forbes.com 
EMBARGOED UNTIL 6:00 P.M. ET, MONDAY, DECEMBER 22, 2008








