
FORBES ANNOUNCES 5th ANNUAL LIST OF 
WORLD’S MOST POWERFUL WOMEN 

New York, NY (August 27, 2008) – Forbes has announced its annual ranking of the World’s Most Powerful Women, with Germany’s Chancellor Angela Merkel claiming the #1 spot for the third consecutive year (The World’s Most Powerful Women, p. 92). This year’s list of 100 women is comprised of 23 who shape governments around the world, 54 business executives, plus high-profile media personalities and women leading non-profit organizations. In total, they control $26 trillion worldwide, and illustrate the increasingly global reach of Forbes’ list, with 45% based outside of the United States. Nearly one third of the women are new to the list this year, half of whom debut in the Top 50, including Sheila Bair (#2), who is trying to reassure a tense American public as head of the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation; Cristina Fernandez (#13) Argentina’s first popularly-elected woman president; and the newly appointed chief executive of the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, Risa Lavizzo-Mourey (#22).
Several women beat out their male counterparts for top business jobs across the globe this year, including the new chief of Sunoco, Lynn Laverty Elsenhans (#39); Gail Kelly (#11), who heads Australian bank Westpac; and Jane Mendillo (#42), recently named to run Harvard University’s $35 billion endowment. Still, the economic woes of the past twelve months have claimed the jobs of women who appeared on last year’s list, including former president of Morgan Stanley, Zoe Cruz and Patricia Russo, who led the troubled Alcatel Lucent. Also dropping off the list this year is Meg Whitman, who stepped down as eBay’s chief executive in January.
Influential women in Washington who appear on the 2008 list include U.S. Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice, who slipped three spots from last year to #7 and is the subject of Forbes’ cover story (Condi in Crisis, p. 98); Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi (#35); and U.S. Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton (#28), who garnered the most media attention of any woman on Forbes’ list this year. Other notable women who appear in the rankings include: media maven and global philanthropist Oprah Winfrey who comes in at #36; Harvard President Drew Gilpin Faust (#76); French Minister of economy, finance, and employment Christine Lagarde (#14); Queen Rania of Jordan (#96); Yahoo President Susan Decker (#50); and Sonia Gandhi (#21), President of the Indian National Congress Party.
Forbes’ rankings of the World’s Most Powerful Women are based on a combination of economic impact, media reach, and career accomplishments. The Top Ten include:
	RANK
	NAME
	TITLE/COUNTRY

	1
	Angela Merkel
	Chancellor/Germany

	2
	Sheila C. Bair
	Chairman, Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation/U.S.

	3
	Indra K. Nooyi
	Chief executive, PepsiCo/U.S.

	4
	Angela Braly
	Chief executive, WellPoint/U.S.

	5
	Cynthia Carroll
	Chief executive, Anglo American/U.K.

	6
	Irene Rosenfeld
	Chief executive, Kraft Foods/U.S.

	7
	Condoleezza Rice
	Secretary of State/U.S.

	8
	Ho Ching
	Chief executive, Temasek Holdings/Singapore

	9
	Anne Lauvergeon
	Chief executive, Areva/France

	10
	Anne M. Mulcahy
	Chief executive, Xerox/U.S.


For the full list, complete bios, expanded tables, and more, visit www.forbes.com/women after 6 p.m. ET on Wednesday, August 27.
Contact:  Elizabeth Wasden at 212-367-4157 or ewasden@forbes.com
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