News From American Legacy

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AMERICAN LEGACY CELEBRATES AFRICAN-AMERICAN 
WRITER RALPH ELLISON
New York, New York (February 3, 2004)—Ralph Ellison, the author of the highly regarded 1952 novel Invisible Man, never intended to become a novelist.  As American Legacy magazine reports, his first love was music.  In fact, Ellison had every intention of becoming a great composer.  However, a tough teacher, the loss of a college scholarship and a trip to New York City propelled him to the pinnacle of American letters.  Ellison’s novel, Invisible Man, won the National Book Award and has never been out of print.  As American Legacy states, “Ellison’s value isn’t limited to one book; there’s an oeuvre of short and long fiction, reportage, essays, reviews and interviews that secure his position in American letters.”  
Born in Oklahoma City, Ellison grew up with a devotion to both literature and music.  When he moved to New York City as a young man during the depression, he realized that he could not support himself as a musician.  He began writing and ultimately published Invisible Man.  He constructed the novel with mythic and ritual overtones that confronted perennial human questions with a modern context.  The literary prowess Ellison displayed in Invisible Man culminated to serve a protagonist who not only represents a twentieth-century Negro, but whose search for identity and understanding is universal.
OTHER STORIES INCLUDE:

AT REST (p. 15)—In 1991 construction workers uncovered an African burial ground in lower Manhattan.  The bones there provided new insight into colonial history of the both the city and the nation.  Then it was time to bury them again.

THE OLDEST SOLDIER (p. 47)—For 80 years, the ex-slave and former Union soldier Henry Mack was a continuing reminder of the dedication and service of African-Americans in the military.
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