News From American Legacy

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

AMERICAN LEGACY TRAVELS TO DESTINATIONS 

RICH IN AFRICAN-AMERICAN HISTORY

New York, NY (May 2004) — In the summer travel issue of American Legacy, author Gene Smith takes a historical tour through the small Ohio River town of Ripley and reflects on the presence of the Underground Railroad in “Climbing the Hill to Freedom” (p. 20).  Ripley marked the first step in many a slave’s journey to freedom as they fled their Kentucky masters and crossed the river into Ohio. With a population of barely 1,800, the town has remained virtually unchanged for over 150 years.  Smith highlights some of the town’s newly restored museums, beginning with the home of Rev. John Rankin. Located near the riverbank, Rankin’s home always had a lantern burning in the window so slaves could see to make their way to safety.  Nearly 2,000 slaves eventually found refuge there while slave hunters searched to return them to their masters, and the story of one of them became the basis for the character "Eliza" in Harriet Beecher Stowe's "Uncle Tom's Cabin."  Today, the home remains a symbol of the Underground Railroad, where slaves were said to vanish in the passageways under the earth. 

The cover story, “Surprising Hampton” (p. 45) by Editor Audrey Peterson, details a trip to this Virginia harbor city revealing an early free black population, a treasure-filled museum at its famous university, and a New Deal experiment for black people that went terribly right. 

Other Stories Include:

· Black Gettysburg (p. 35) — While Gettysburg is the best-known battlefield in the Civil War, it also holds a momentous history of the everyday struggle of African-Americans.

· Aunt Harriet’s Home (p. 63) — Known as the “African-American Moses,” Harriet Tubman lived for 50 years after Emancipation and fought for women’s rights, joined the temperance movement, and donated 25 acres to establish a nursing home. 
For more information, please contact Meghan Womack at (212) 367-4157

or mwomack@forbes.com

