FORBES.COM’S TOP-EARNING DEAD CELEBRITIES:

 Marlon Brando, Johnny Cash and Ray Charles Join 5th Annual List

New York, New York (Thursday, October 27, 2005) – Once again Elvis Presley is No. 1 on Forbes.com’s annual list of top earners from the crypt www.forbes.com/deadcelebs, earning an estimated $45 million between October 2004 – October 2005.  He and the 12 other members of the list brought in a collective $186 million in the last year.   

The fifth annual ranking of “Top-Earning Dead Celebrities,” edited by Forbes.com Media Editor Peter Kafka, assesses the earning power of deceased celebrities, including musicians, actors, authors, songwriters and composers, among others.  This year’s list (earnings in $ millions):   

1. Elvis Presley



$ 45

2. Charles Schulz


$ 35

3. John Lennon



$ 22

4. Andy Warhol  


$ 16

5. Theodor “Dr. Seuss” Geisel
$ 10

6. Marlon Brando


$   9 

7. Marilyn Monroe


$   8

8. J.R.R. Tolkien 


$   8

9. George Harrison


$   7

10. Johnny Cash



$   7

11. Irving Berlin



$   7

12. Bob Marley



$   6

13. Ray Charles



$   6

According to Kafka, representing rich, famous dead people is big business.  CMG Worldwide, which represents Monroe and James Dean, is now facing competition from image licensing company Corbis, owned by Microsoft (nasdaq: MSFT) co-founder Bill Gates.  And, entertainment mogul Robert Sillerman’s company, CKX (nasdaq: CKXE), paid $100 million for a stake in the Elvis estate.    

For the full list, methodology and more, including near misses, the recently departed and other special features, visit: www.forbes.com/deadcelebs.  Also part of the package, Forbes.com offers Star Wars-themed Halloween masks of Martha Stewart, Oprah Winfrey, Alan Greenspan, Steve Jobs, Sergei Brin and Larry Page.  Scary!   
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