
FORBES.COM/STARMINE ANNOUNCE 2006 RANKINGS

OF WALL STREET’S BEST BROKERAGE ANALYSTS

NEW YORK, NY (Wednesday, May 2, 2007) — Forbes.com, home page for the world’s business leaders, in partnership with StarMine, the leading provider of objective ratings of securities analysts, today announced the 2006 rankings of  Wall Street’s Best Brokerage Analysts.  The full list of rankings – and more – is available at www.forbes.com/topanalysts.  

.  

The top-rated stock picker among all U.S. analysts is Chi Chow of Merrill Lynch.  Chow covers the Oil, Gas & Consumable Fuels sector.  He earned top marks for his bullish recommendations on Frontier Oil. During the periods in 2006 when Chow had a “buy” on Frontier Oil, it returned 108%.

Laura Conigliaro of Goldman Sachs is the top-rated earnings estimator among all U.S. equity analysts, covering Computers & Peripherals.  Conigliaro was named best overall earnings estimator by scoring in the top one-third of analysts for all stocks on which she was ranked.
Using StarMine's analysis of more than 1.7 million earnings estimates and 39,000 stock recommendations collected by Thomson Financial from 3,400 brokerage analysts, Forbes.com lists “winners” in six categories: the Top 10 Stock Pickers across all industries; the Top 3 Stock Pickers in each of 56 industries; the Top 10 most accurate Earnings Estimators across all industries; the Top 3 most accurate Earnings Estimators in each of 61 industries; the Analyst Honor Roll; and the 10 brokerage firms with the most top-rated analysts from the various categories.  Citigroup is the top brokerage firm, with 19 awards.      

Forbes.com and StarMine are also presenting a special award for excellence in investment analysis this year to Edward Wolfe of Bear Stearns. Wolfe, who covers the Freight & Logistics and Road & Rail industries, has won a total of 12 analyst awards since the inception of the annual awards in 2001. 

“Forbes.com congratulates this year’s group of Wall Street’s elite analysts and the firms they represent,” said Forbes.com Editor Paul Maidment.  “We are very pleased to work with our partners at StarMine to provide the senior business leaders and investors who use our site with the in-depth rankings and related reporting they can use to gain an investing edge.”   
Joe Gatto, founder and CEO of StarMine, said, “Now in its sixth annual awards presentation, StarMine has been using its rigorous, objective measurement approach to identify those individuals who provide the most valuable investment research and advice. This year we are delighted to once again partner with Forbes.com in acknowledging the success of Wall Street’s top analysts.”
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Top 5 Stock Pickers of 2006 Overall (United States) 

1. Chi Chow

Merrill Lynch

Oil, Gas & Consumable Fuels

2. Jennifer Fritzsche

Wachovia Securities

Diversified Telecommunication Services; Wireless Telecommunication Services 

3. Donna Jaegers

Janco Partners

Diversified Telecommunication Services

4. Debra Bromberg

Jefferies & Co.

Electric Utilities; Multi-Utilities

5. Christopher Hickey

Atlantic Equities
Software

Top 5 Earnings Estimators Overall 2006 (United States) 

1. Laura Conigliaro

Goldman Sachs

Computers & Peripherals

2. Carl McDonald

CIBC World Markets

Health Care Providers & Services; Insurance

3. Vernon Plack

BB&T Capital Markets

Capital Markets 
4. Waqar Syed

Petrie Parkman*

Energy Equipment & Services

5. Jeff Davis

FTN Midwest

Commercial Banks; Thrifts & Mortgage Finance

* Now at Tristone Capital
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About StarMine
StarMine (www.StarMine.com) provides independent, objective ratings of securities analysts around the globe by measuring their stock-picking performance and the accuracy of their earnings forecasts. StarMine helps professional investors extract more value from broker research and fundamental equity data in less time by identifying the analysts that add value, forecasting potential earnings surprises and shortfalls, evaluating earnings quality, and alerting investors to the most important developments on stocks they follow. A privately held company founded in 1998, StarMine is based in San Francisco with offices in New York, London, Paris, Boston, Chicago, Sydney, Hong Kong, and Tokyo.

About Forbes.com

Forbes.com Inc. (www.forbes.com), home page for the world’s business leaders and the No. 1 business news source in the world, is among the most trusted resources for senior business executives, providing them the real-time reporting, uncompromising commentary, concise analysis, relevant tools and community they need to succeed at work, profit from investing and have fun with the rewards of winning.  Throughout the business day Forbes.com publishes more than 2,500 articles, delivering the best of Forbes journalism and that of its selected partners with all the immediacy, depth and interactivity that the Web allows. 
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